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March 20th, 2020 – updated March 27th, 2020 -  The Vicarage 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters 
 
You will all know by now that due to the continued global crisis we are facing all 
public services across the Church of England, and indeed all major denominations 
and faiths, have been suspended until such a time as it is safe again for us to 
gather together as the people of God in prayer and praise. 
 
However, just because the churches are closed to public worship doesn’t mean 
that our worship and prayer ceases. We are not pulling up the drawbridge! 
Indeed, now more than ever we need to be disciplined and faithful in prayer and 
in coming together for worship, but for the time being that prayer and worship 
must be in isolation from each other and in our own homes. 
 
Since this announcement on Monday I have been busy trying to digest how to 
continue offering worship, prayer, pastoral care and leadership for our community 
in a way that ensures we all remain connected to each other, but without 
physically coming together. No easy task! 
 
I have set up a Task Group to help me navigate these unchartered waters and to 
help in implementing some of the provisions outlined in this letter. That Task 
Group comprises Emma Jeffrey, Margaret Quinney, Clare Cox and Marcel Firth. 
 
I ask you to please read carefully what follows, as it contains important 
information about our life together over the coming months. 
 
Pastoral Care 
Not being able to gather together regularly for worship or to be able to visit each 
other poses a particular challenge to the ministry of pastoral care. It is of great 
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importance at a time like this that we retain regular contact with each other. After 
all, we are a family and families care for each other in good times and in bad. But 
how do we do that? 
 
All of us are vulnerable in different ways, but there are particular people within 
our church family who are at greater risk of coming to harm because of the 
requirement to self-isolate. 
 
To help me keep in contact with everyone who is subject to self-isolation I have 
set up a Pastoral Contact Group (PCG) who will undertake to call regularly those 
who are bound to their homes. This group will report back to me if there are any 
particular concerns and will also offer practical advice about how to access help 
with, for instance, shopping or prescription collection. But mostly this will be a 
way of keeping up with each other and having a chit chat. Think of it as the tea 
and coffee catch up after Sunday Mass. 
 
The members of this group are Hilary Hardwick, Clare Cox, Margaret Quinney, 
Sylvia West and Maureen Holgate. If you are over 70 years of age and therefore 
subject to self-isolation, please expect a call from one of these people over the 
coming days. 
 
Worship 
During this time when there are no public services the church will make extensive 
use of online resources and social media like Facebook and Twitter. I have already 
begun to live broadcast Mass and Evening Prayer from a temporary oratory at the 
Vicarage each day. Live broadcast services will be our main staple of corporate 
worship for the time being. The times for these services will be published every 
Friday via email and on social media in the usual way buy the usual pattern will be 
Mass at 10am and Evening Prayer at 5.30pm each day except Saturday. 
 
The majority of us are online and so I would encourage you to make full use of 
the World Wide Web and the opportunities it gives. 
 
If you do not already subscribe to our email newsletter, I would encourage you to 
now do so by sending me your email address or by going to our website and 
subscribing at the bottom of the home page. This way you will get up to date 
information directly to your inbox. Our web address is: www.stmarysilford.org.uk.  
 
If you don’t already have a Facebook or Twitter account, I would encourage you 
to sign up for one now, so that by these means we can easily stay in touch and 
keep connected and so that you can access the service broadcasts. 
 
I have included with this letter a sheet giving some instructions about how to 
create a free Facebook and Twitter account. Facebook is the platform that will be 
used for the live broadcasting of services from church. If you need further help 
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setting this up, please email my PA Colin Newman and he will try to help – 
vicarspa@stmarysilford.org.uk. 
 
I realise that a small minority in our church family do not have access to the 
internet. If that is you, would you call me and let know, please? That way I can 
ensure that you get a weekly mailing through the post, and I can offer to call you 
and pray with you over the phone on a regular basis. 
 
Included with this e-newsletter are a number of documents to help us continue in 
worship together. Please have a look through these and use what is useful to you. 
It would be really good, if in whatever way and at the very least, we can all 
commit to praying together at 5.30pm each day. This is the time when I say 
Evening Prayer. 
 
There is great strength and reassurance in knowing that though we are alone, we 
are praying the same prayers at the same time with those with whom our lives 
are bound up. 
 
TS Elliot wrote a play called the Rock to raise money to build churches: 
 

What life have you if you have not life together? 
There is not life that is not in community, 
and no community not lived in praise of God.  
Even the Anchorite who meditates alone, 
for whom the days and nights repeat the praise of God 
Prays with the Church the Body of Christ Incarnate. 

 
In whatever way you choose to engage with the resources being offered, the 
whole idea is that we continue to worship as a church community even though 
we are, for a season, a displaced community. 
 
Church Open 
Whilst we are not allowed to open the church for acts of public worship, we are 
allowed to open as a space for private prayer. The churches of our Ministry and 
Mission Unit have committed to being open for several hours each day to enable 
a sacred space for private prayer, reflection and the lighting of candles. You will 
find enclosed here a poster setting out the opening times for our MMU churches. 
 
We need help to be able to maintain this pattern, as there must be at least 2 
people present to open, supervise and lock up. If you are not subject to self-
isolation as defined by HM Government, and are willing to help for an hour or 
two each week, please would you get in touch with me? 
 
And Finally 
After 10 years serving as your Vicar and Parish priest, I hope it goes without 
saying that I am deeply committed to this parish and to each one of you. I love 
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you all dearly, and when I speak of our community as the family of the church, I 
mean those words. 
 
I want you to know that I am with you and for you in this extraordinary place we 
find ourselves as a Church and a nation, and that I will do all I can to ensure that 
the bonds of Christian love and unity we have worked so hard to foster at St 
Mary’s are not severed by our isolation, but rather strengthened and renewed. 
 
When we come through this present tribulation, we will rejoice together in our 
beautiful church building once again and celebrate the great deliverance of God in 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Be kind. Be generous. Be full of hopeful expectation.  
 
God is still on his throne. 
 
Please pray for one another, and for me.  
 
Yours, 
 

 
Fr Gareth 


